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12 Pebruary 1951
Deer Captain chherorte

For some yoars the Special Projects Seoction at the Naval War
College has been working on the oriticsl analyses of the
major naval battles of World War IX. To date, three of these
battles have been completed,- Two of them have been out in the
fleet for soveral years, visz, Coral Sea-and Kidway. The

third battle, the Battle of Savo Island, will be In thé mail
this week, and will be in the hands of CINCPAC shortly.

My staff has consisted, usually, of two Captains and two -
Commanders., Through some mis the staff was cut to two,
but BuPers has now authorized the strength of four officers
to be re~estadblished, therefore seeking two competent
retired officers of the rank, preferably, of Captain, to ‘
£411 these billets. One is to be & naval aviatory the other,
general line,

No name has come o me with greater support than your name,
You have besn recommended by Admiral Felix Johnson, the Chief
of ONI, and by Admiral Casey Green, the Assiastant Chlef of
Havel Personnel, -Vice Admiral Cenolly, the President of the
Naval War College, also recormendsd you to me. So, I am
writing to you to ask you if you will take a Job in the war
College working in this Section for the next few yoars on the
Battle for Leyte Gulf, which 1s our present assignment,

In order that ugou may understand what we are-doing here, and
what I particularly desire you to accomplish, I will discuss
the situationtes Pirst, my prosent staff cornslsts of nyself
and Commander Paul Hartmenn, who is & Naval Aviator, plus ome
Chief Yooman and one Yooman Secénd Class, We are st present
working mostly on the BLUE side. We are so short handed that
we have been delaysd in working on the ORANGE side, I am
particularly anxious to obtain your services to assist me in -
workingz up the ORANGE side for this battle although, naturally,
we all work on both aides, There are not §oo many OﬁAK(E
translations availabls, at present. However, I have one-
translator, a Mr, Clarie Egwalkami, working in Washington,
translating documents an the action, and I have recently
received approval from Operations to obtain one s and maybe
two, more translators to expedite translations, -The work

I wﬁ'.ah you to do should be right domn your alley, as it is on
matters on which you are as well qualified as any officer

in the Ravy,




For your informmation we are not writing history as such here.
We are analysing certain of the naval battles, and we are
determining whether the Cammanders did well or not, and why.
These are studles of command, and theref'ore are very high
level., "They have slready received high enoccmiums from high
ocmmand, including the Nationel War College, and have been
clessed as confidential by the Chisf of Naval Operations .
because "they explored so thorou «" I am sure, thereﬁre,
that you d enjoy the work greatly,

Should you desire this asmsignment, it will be necessary for

me -« or rather for ths President of ths Naval War Collage =

to ask for your services, &nd according to both Admiral Johmson
and Admiral Green, in view of the importance of this work here,
your retention on active duty will be approved. It would
appear as if you would report here about July lss,

Newport is a very nice place, Perhaps you know all about 1t,
but if you don't you might realize thet the summers are quite
famous and the winters « at least this winter - are reasonadbly
mild, despite the reports in the papers.

You would come back to duty as a Captain and would, naturally,
draw all the emoluments that go with that rank 8,
presumably, ls what you are drawing in the Pacitic today.

I should appreciate a reply from you presently, as to whether
you can eccept this assigrment, as I will have to look for
game one else If it does not sult your taste.

With warmest personal regards to yourself and with hopes that
you will give me a favorable reply, I an,

Very sincersly yours,

Re Vs BATES, )
Commodore, U. S, Navy,

Captain Joseph Rochefort, USN,
c% Headquarters, ’
Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet,
Fleet Post Offlce

San Prancisco, caiifomia«.
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15 Pebruary 1951

Dear Sir:

I em quite anxious to obtaln thes home address of Rear
Admiral Ralph W, Christie, USK (Ret), as I desire to
communiocate with him concerning War éonego matters,

I:i order to save time I am making this a personal
letter.

Very sinocerely yours,

Re W. BATES, ’
Commedore, U. S, Navy,

d

@fficer in Charge, :
Orficer Looator Section (Pors-E244),
Bureau of Naval Persomnel,

Navy Department,

Washingten 25, D, C,.




15 February 1951

Dear Jolnt

On 22 November the War Collepge addressed a letter to the
Direotor, Naval Records and History, asking for certain ine
formation concerning the operations of submarines in the Pacifie
and SOWESPAC during the lLsyte Operation. In this letter the
War College pointed out that certain information was available
here in the War College Archives, insluding the microfilm, but
stressed the point that thils information was quite inadequate,
On 18 December the Director, Naval Records and History advised’
the War College that the information desired was not avallable,

I s writing to you to ask if you won't have your sssistants

look a little more fully into their files to see if some of this
information cannot be ebtained? Cammander ALLIED Naval Forces, °
SOWESPAC, who was also Commander SEVENTH Fleét, on September 25th,
1044, issued his CANF SWPA Operetion Plan No. 12-44 end there

in paragreph 3(h) he statedi

"3 a8, while continuing present missions to the

8%t extent practicable, station atrong offensive and
reconnsalssance patrols and lifeguard subtmarines in
accordance with instructions to be issued by Commander
SEVENTH FIEET., In general operations will be conducted
to interdict and report enemy surface forces in the -
approaches o our movement routes and objective ares,"

If any bamic instructions were issusd by 'Commander ALLIED Naval

Porces in accordance with this diresctive, they are not to be

found in ths War College Archives., It 1s most Important to this
study to discover how Cormander ALLIED Naval Foroes planned

to employ his submarines, Might not the instructions be found
somewhere in your files?

In studying the submarine operations, it seems probadble thati

Commander SEVENTH Fleet, in addition sometime around Ogtober

11th, directed by despatch that certain subtmarine operations -
in support of KING II « the Leyte Operation « be accomplished,.
It i3 not clear what these submarine operations were, but same
of the subtmarines appear to have been diverted from Ghoir )
present missions to duties comected with the Layte Operation,

It seems very surprising that the orders issued to the SOWESPAC
submarines, when starting on thelr patrols, are not available
in the Archives. Certainly they mist have been avallable o
somecne when the submarine histories were writteny but these
submarine histories, in the portions deaired by the War College
for reference, are very inaccurate indeed, and cammot in any

-lew
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way be employsd for a command studye

Ag rogards the operations in the SOWESPAC, we would like to have
here the orders to each of the following submarines which were
on patrol during Ootober 1944t .

COBIA ROCK BERGALL
BAYA . HOE
BREAM PADDIE
CERO RAY

DACE BLUEGYLL
ANGLER BONEF ISH

BAMMERHEAD NAUTILUS

Also, the Netherlands Submarine SWAARDVISCH and the British
Submarines STOIC, SIRDAR, TANTIVY, TANTALUS.

The movements of these sutmarines are particularly desired
because in studying the baockground of this asction, 1t is
important to kmow what command declsions were being made to
insure that the operations went off successfully. Submarines
were an important part of this operation, and thay must be given
thoir due In the write-up.

If we can obtain the patrol orders for the above submarines,
and 1f we can obtain the changes in their locations $o support
the leyte Operation, we can then determine the correciness of
ths strategical dispositions. There should be despatches from
Cormander SEVENTH Fleet and also From Commandér Submarines,
SEVENTH Fleet, which will give the sbove data,

May I esk your help?

With warmest personal regards, I am, as ever,

s

Your 0l1d Friend,

R‘ ?’Q BATESQ
Rear Admiral Jolm B, Hefferman, USK;
Office of Naval-Records and History,
Navy Department,
Washijgton 25, D, C,




Dear Georges

It seems very difficult for you to get away from me, but I am always
seeking something, However, in this case what I seek is something
very simple, I wish to locate Captain James E. Leeper, 60189, USN.
Can you obtain his addrese for me? Very frankly, I don't know
whether he is on active duty or retired, although very likely he is
on active duty. It is for this reasen I am addressing this com-
aunication to you.

The sllowgnce of the Special Projects Section of the War College,

as you know, has been increased by two billets. The ACNO (Personnel ),
Admira)l Casey Green, stated that these billets will be made
permanent, and will be designated as Captain billets. In additiom,
they are supposed to be filled by retired officers. On the rec-
camendation of the Chief of Maval Intelligence (Admiral Felix
Johnson) and Admiral Green, I was provided with a name of an officer
who appears most desirable for one of these billets, I wrote this
officer, who is now on the retired list, and found that he wished

the assignuent. The War College has therefore submitted an official
request for his services, This officer is Captain Joseph J. Rochefort,
presently on duty with the Bvaluation Group of the Pacifie Fleet,
Rochefort stated that he would be available in April or May. 1

hope, therefore, that his orders will soon be forthcoming.

In this connection I have written to Admiral MeCormick, Admiral Green,
and Admiral Watkins, on this matter so, in view of your connection
with Admiral Watkins, it is quite possible that you are thoroughly

familiar with the whole situstion.
With warmest personal regards and appreciation for anything you may
accomplish for me, I am, as always,

Your Old Friend,

R, W. BATES.

Captain George C. Towner, ISN,

(0fficer Detail Section), Bureau of Haval Personnel,
Navy Department,

Washington 25, De C.




21 Fedbruary 1951
Dear Carls

In November the President of the War College asked the Director of Haval
Records and History (OP-29) for copies of the dispatches issued by
COMTTHFLY during the Battle for Layte Oulf, The Director of Raval
Records and Ristory sent coples of these dispatches to the War College,
but stated that the TOP SECRET classification would have to be maintained,

There surely is some mistake, These dispatches certainly should be
dowmngraded to at least confidential, as otherwise they cannot be used,

For your information this is the first occasion where this office has
encountered such s restriction on any dispatches, Perhaps it has some~
thing to do with cryptegraphic security, but if the messages are
paraphrased by this command and only quoted as necessary to explain
some point, it seams to me that their security would be adeguately
maintained thereby,

Por your information the THIRD Fleet dispatches received during the
Leyte action, some of which are included in the subject SEVENTH Fleat
dispatches, were downgraded by COMINCH in 1945, and the restriction
on this command was simply this: *"Not to be reproduced without para-

phraaing "

To whom do I write and is it necessary to forward the subject dispatches,
in order to have them downgraded?

Best regards, as ever,
Your Old Priend,

Re We BATES,

Rear Admiral Carl P. Espe, USN,
Room 5572, Pentagon Bullding,
Washington 25, D. C.




26 Pebruary 198
Dear Mr, Roessle:

The other day I was notified by the Cemmanding Officer of the Naval Photo-
graphic Laboratory that the new contract for the Battle of Midway was
signed. I was delighted to hear this and hope that the type of conttact
you got was what you desired,

Needless to say, the reason for the sudden expediting of the contract was
that this office discovered the long delays inherent to signing such a
contract, even though it was a contract additional to the one already
completed, So the Maval War College took exception to the unwarranted
dcl;yi with the result that within about two weeks the whole affair was
completed,

We are all very anxious that this movie of Midway shall be tip-topj there-
fore, I am volunteering any help that I personally may be able to glve to
assist you in completing the film, If you will recollect, the principal
objections to the movie, as shown up here, were twos (1) the fact that
the voice was coached to give an incorrect evalustion. I'm quite sure
that you understand this thoroughly and that, in the corrections to the
movie, this peculiar tonal quality will be removed wherever possible,

As a matter of fact, in rewriting the soript I tried to reword the. bad
spots so that if the actor or NPL's representative tried to give it an
incorrect evaluation through tone, it could not be done., I don't know
whether I suoceeded or not. (2) The unfortunate inference that Admiral
Theobald, who was the Commander in the Aleutians, had dene poorlye.
Although there is some opinion that he did not do well later, the facts
are that at this time he did fairly well. The book can only diascuse the
situstion existent at the time of the Battle of Midway, and cannot place
in the story an inference gained from later operations. It should be clear
that the script and the tone were both wrongly worded and spoken, This

I feel sure you will clear up.

Please give my best regards to Mr. Speidel and Mr. Hanousek, and as for
yourself, my best wishes go with you and with your efforts to secure

a very fine movie}

Very sincerely yours,

R, We BATES.

Mir. Herman Roessle,
Audio Productions 2 Im.’
630 Ninth Avenue,

Bew York 19, New York,




Dear Rollos

This note is to thank you very much for sending me the copies of
Muiral Halsey's lecture before the Alr University. I glanced
through 1t, and I can see that it is highly interesting and shonld
be very helpful to us here when we get to that phase of the
analysis. At the present time, however, as we are working up the
background only and as this will take a very long time, I am

not going to find the speech of any particular immediate help,.

I should like to have been at the Alr University to hear Admiral
Halsey under assault, as it were, from the aviators down there,

as I have no doubt but what they had a lot to say concerning
AMmira), Halsey's activities, It is for that reason that I shall
appreclate the answers to the questions and which you have promised
to send me, Someday, long hence from now, I will ask you to read
what we have produced here, so that we may gain the advantage -
of your direct participation in this action, as well as the benefit
of your long experience.

Once again, many thanks for your kindness in thinking of me by
sending me this welcome address.
With warmest personal regards, I am, as ever,

Your Qld Friend,

R. W. BATES.

Captain R, E. Wilson, USH,

Military Sea Transportation Service,
Navy Departament,

Vashington 25 s Ds Co




2 Mareh 1951
Dear Cemmander Clarks

This is merely a blow in the dark, but you have been recommended to me as
the u,crgiyoar-in-charge of the section responsible for handling cemmunication
see »

The Special Projests Section of the War Cellege is preparing studies of
the aajor Naval battles of World War II, and at the present time is engaged
in a study of the Battle for Layte Gulf. It has been noted in studying
the communications througheut the battle that they are classified as top
secret, secret, cenfidential, and restricted, Ae Head of the Section, I
have no concern about the cenfidential and the restricted messages, as

the classification of our studies is confidential. However, I am zreatly
concerned about the top secret and secret dispatches, as there is evidently
seme misunderstanding about them, and I cannot for the life of me under- -
stand why, As an example, let me point out that we have received dis-
patches from the Office of Naval Recerds and History marked "Top Secret",
and we have the same dispatches here marked down from top secret to "secret®
as far back as 1945. The Battle for Leyte Gulf must include many of these
dispatches, either in substance or in paraphrased form, or the study cannot
be made at all, Heretofere in our previous studies - 5ora1 Sea, Nidway
and Savo Island - the data employed was generally secret, but the CNO
directed that the books be classified as confidential, for tactical reasons
more than any communication reason. Therefore, I cannot see why all dis-
patches connected with the Leyte Gulf operation of 1944, which occurred
seven years ago, cannot be classified as confidential or less,

I am writing to you te discover (a) whether you are the officer to whom we
should write to obtain a lower classification of these dispatches, and (b)
if you are not, to whom do we write?

Very sincerely yours,

Re We. BATES,
Coamodore, U.S. Ravy.

Commander C, F. Clark, USK,
Naval Security Station,
ml Nebraska Avonue, H.W.,

Rashington, D.C.




14 March 1951

Dear George:

The Presidént of the War College has received your letter in which you ‘
state that you plan to order Captain Jeseph J. Rochefort to duty here about
May. BHReedless to say, I am gratified to see your prompt action in this
matter, and appreciate the assistance you have rendered me in thls case,

I note that in paragraph 2 of this letter that Captain Rochefert will be
ordered to the Staff of the President of the War College. This is cerrect,
but I think it would be wise in this case te add te his orders the same :
restriction that is on mine, viz, ®fer duty in connection with analyses
of Maval engagements during World War II.®

It is important to accomplish this on his orders if you can do se, because
the reason I am having difficulty with my staff now is simply that Admiral
Beary, while President of the War College, and while I was away in
California, decided that he needed my staff in his correspondence sectioen,
and promptly detached one of my two officers - I was light one at the time,
as although my allowance had been set at three the War College allowed

me four - and he also detached all of my civilian personnel, which were
secretaries. When I returned and remonstrated, he sald that for Leyte
Gulf he would see that I got my staff back, or its equivalent, and pledged
his word as did Admiral Brown to that effect. That is why I agreed to de
Ieyte Qulf. Its now taken me eight months to try and get replacements.

It is our hope here in this section, and it is alse the hope of the
President of the War College, that retired officers being assigned here,
will not be subject te being subsequently detached te other dutles, except,
of ceurse, in an emergency.

Anyway, this is thanks again fer anything you can do.

As ever,
Your Old Friend,

Re W. BATES.

Captain George C. Towner, USH,
(Officer Detail Section),
Bureau of Naval Persennel,
Navy Departaent,

Waghington 25, D.Ce




14 Xarch 1951

Dear Germanyt

As you are, in reality, my boss, since our directives to write these battles
come from the CRO via your office, I am writing to you to ask for a little
assistance., We have a translator lined up - a Mrs. Tanska. BEverything has
been proceeding nicely -« it may stlll be - and Mrs. Tanaka is about to be
signed up, However, according to ay senior translator, Nr. Kawakami, there
may be a difficulty connected with it, It seems that there appears to be a
plan underway to charge Mrs. Tanaka to Op=29. I suppose that this is all
right, providing the funds are made available Lo Op=29, sc that Admiral
Heffernan won't feel that he is being imposed upon by the War College,
However, as everyone watches their finances pretty closely, it is not un-
likely that if funds are not made available to Admiral Heffernan, he may
scream alowd and cause me to lose Mrs., Tanaka, Frankly, I do not know

to whom she may be charged.

Actually, the guestion of finances should not be important, as Charlie
Wellborn told me, before he was detached, that the engagement of this trans-
lator met with his approval, and that there was plenty of money for it.

Admiral McCormick told me he realized the necessity for additional trane-
lators, and Admiral Low, who really has nothing to do with it, also con-
curred in the necessity for getting these translations done, and made available
to me as soon as possible, HNeedless to say, there is plenty to translate,

and I hope to obtain one more translator, if poasible, in addition to Mrs.

Tanaka,

As translators are very difficult to obtain, and as we have worked hard and
long to discover Mrs, Tanaka - who, by the way, I have not seen, but who is
highly recommended - I should appreclate your interest if you would pass
the word which will straighten this out. I feel confident that a word from
you will do the trick. Perhaps you have already done so, as Ceptain Renken
is fully familiar with the above.

%With warmest personal regards, and with hopes to see you one of these days
when I am down in Washington, I am, as ever,

Your Q1d Friend,

R. W. BATES.

Rear Admiral M. E. Curts, QSN,
(ACRO Readiness), Room 4E552,
Pentagon Building, Navy Department,
Rashington, D. C,




15 March 1951

Dear Captain Rocheforts

You will be delighted to know that within the last several days
the ¥War College has received confirmation of the Departmenti's

plan to order you to duty at the Maval War College, for service

in the Special Projects Section. In fact, the Department's letter
states that in May these orders will be issued,

Needless to say, we are all cuite happy about this, and look
forward to your arrival with interest and satisfaction.

I am telling you about this now so that you won't have to
worry any more about it, although it is not improbable that
the Bureau has already notifled you.

With warmest personal regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

Captain Joseph J. Rochefort, USN,  R-¥. BATES.

c/o0 Headquarters,

Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet,
Fleet Post Office,

San Francisco, California.




19 March 1951
Dear Balphs

The Special Projects Section of the Naval War College is working on the Battle
for Leyte Gulf, Great difficulty has been experienced in obtaining the orders
for the submarines issued by Task Forces SEVENTY ONE and SEVENTY TWO, which

were under your command during that time. We have succeeded in discovering

the patrol reports, but we have been completely unable to discover the basic
orders under which they operated, as well as any dispatches issued to them
during October 194L, vhich might affect their position for the Battle for

Leyte Gulf (KING II). General MacArthur stated in a dispatch to CIRCPOA on
October 11lth that the submarines would be assigned in certain definite positions.

Do you happen to know, or do you happen to have in your possession the original
orders or copies of the original orders issued by you to your submarines, or
coples of the dispatches issued by you, and/or anything else which might be of
interest in giving the submarines their proper position in this action? If

you have them and will mail them to us, we will promise to take good care of
them and return them to you safe and sound.

I received a letter from Dave Collins the other day, and it was nice to hear
from him. Dave is as funny as usual, He stated that he was writing me because
he heard that I was claiming that he had knocked me down at a football game
against Penn State when we were plebes, and caused us to lose a sure touchdown,.
Dave said that I had knocked him down and referred the matter to now Hear
Admiral Dicky Byrd, who was the quarterback, I saw Byrd in Washington the
other day, and he said Dave was crazy - that it was Dave who had knocked me
domn. Dave was playing halfback at the time, while I was pleying fullback,

and therefore Dave was behind me. Actually, the argument wasn't serious at
all, and was really a laugh!

Everyone is always interested in how you are, Whether you have any information
or not I hope you will tell me a 1ittle about yourself. I hear rumors that

you are married again, but only rumorse

as for myself, I have been writing the critical anaslyses of the major Naval
battles of orld War i, and have completed three of them - Coral Sea, Hidway,

Savo Islande I am now on Leyte Gulf.

As you perhaps remember, I was retired in 1949 for a left bundle branch block
of my heart. Bowever, I am doing all right.

With warmest personal regards, I am, a&s ever,
Your 0ld Friend,

, R. W. BATES.
Rear Admiral Malph W. Christie, USN (Ret),
224), Vallejo Street,
San Francisco, California,.




19 March 1951

Dear Jimmyt

We are collecting data for the Battle for leyte Gulf, and are endeavoring to
work up the background for the battle, We are having perticular difficulty
with your submarines -~ rather they were Christie's submarines at that time -
but you relieved him shortly thereafter, '

A Captain who heard that we were seeking information about the submarines,
came in here the other day and sald that Admiral James Fife had taken
custody of this material before leaving for the Philippines, and that he had
it in the Philippines in the Spring of 1946. BRaturally, none of us know
how accurate this is, or whether you ever had them at all, For your ine
formation, if you do have themy I wish to say that we are unable to discover
the basic orders issued to the Allied submarines of Task Forces SEVENTY ORKE
and SEVERTY THO during the Leyte Operestion, October 1944, and in addition,
we are unable to locate any dispatches issued which would assign them new
stations during this operation. We are particularly interested in the orders
assigning the SCUESPAC submarines to stations for KING II, which was the
Leyte operation. General MacArthur on October 1llth, sent out a dispatch
stating that the submarines would be disposed in certain positions, but we
cannot find that this statement became effective, although we know that
orders changing their stations were received by some of the submarines,

Can you help us in this matter? If you haven't these submarine papers, can you
advise us where they are? We have geen the Historian, we have written to the
Submarine Base, we have sought about everywhere, and the answers are still

about £ifty percent of what we desire,

I suppose that one of these days I will be down in Washington, and I shall
look forward, of course, to seeing you again. Meanwhile, I hope you will have
read the last product - the Battle of Savo Island - and found it to your

liking,
Nith warmest personal regards to yourself and to Woo Duncan, I am, as ever,

Your Old Friend,

Re W. BATES,

Rear Admiral James Fife, USH,
Navy Department,
Washington 25, De Ce




20 March 1951

Dear Jeorges

Thank you very much for your interest in the Rochefort case, I will bother
you no more about it, but when he arrives here I will issue you & personsl
note of gratification.

I am always seeking something 'tho, and here I am seeking again, Can you
have one of your assistants make me out a list of the officers of heavier-
than-air training who are retiring this June? As you know, I am trying to
find an additional aviator. This is quite important as the amount of Air
in this operation is tremendous, It hasn't been tooc vital %o have him until
now, because we have been collecting date mostly, bRt I should like to get

& competent officer of aviation background for the vacant desk in my
allowance, I should like a biography of each cf these officers also, so
that I might determine from the biography something about the officer. I
am not the sole deciding factor in this matter, as Admiral Conolly quite
properly is very anxious to insure that only officers of the highest quality
are on the Staff of the War College.

It was kind of you to recommend a gentleman the other day, but unfortusately
he did not appear to fit the War College requirements, in spite of the fact
that I am personally quite friendly with him,

I don't care whether these officers are t0 be retired as flag officers or not,
but I should prefer that they not be, as my experience has been that officers
who are flag officers on the retired list are reluctant to reduce their

rank and come back as Captains, and are constantly bitter about it. So, if
you have any of these officers who are to retire as Captains, they will
probably have an inside track, but not necessarily so. If you have any
suggestions of officers who have already retired, it might be a very good
thing to have a few of them also.

¥hen is the next selection board? I hear rumors that the anti-plucking
board will meet in June, and the selection board in July.

With warmest personal regards, and with hopes that I am not too much of a
demned nuisance, I am, as ever,

Your Old Friend,

Re %o BATES,
Captain George C. Tommer, USH
(Officer Detall Section),
Bureau of Baval Personnel,
Bavy Departaent,
Washington 25, D. C.




20 March 1951

Dear John:

I am writing this letter to you as & sort of an "apologia pro vita mea,"
if I quote your good friend, Samuel Morison. I feel very badly at having
to call upon you so ffequently for services which I reslize may well be
above your capablilities, It is extremely unfortunate, but it is all that
I can do, and therefore, as just like in battle we had to fall back on
the good ship TEMNESSHE, now I have to fall back on her Skipper for
assistance.

I know that it muat make you feel rather bitter, not so much at me, but

at the powers that be, because you have to return my requests with very
1little accomplished, Why the Mavy doesn't allow you to have a much bigger
staff so that your records can be searched onm recuest, I do not know,

That is a problem for others, but needless to say, I am sure that it is

as disappointing to you as it is to me, I want you to know that I appreciate
what you have done and I will appreciate what you will do in the future

for my section,

I have written you an official letter from the President of the War College
requesting that certain dispatches be blown up and sent back here. Yo
did this for the Commander SEVENTR Flecet dispatches very successfully. I
hope to have the same good fortune regarding our last two letters. The
one we are particularly interested in is for copies of all dispatches
issued by CINCPAC-CINCPOA concerning the Leyte operation. Actually,

this letter was not worded cuite correctly, and although a correction was
put cut explaining that we desired dispatches to the Commander THIRD
Fleet, who was also Commander Western Pacific Task Forces, we confused
the issue by sticking a second paragraph in the correction letter, Serial
1486, referring to the messages received by Commander THIRD Fleet, which
is not what we requested in the first letter, So, if it won't confuse
you too much, I would like to say that what we are asking for in these
two letters is all the messages issued by CINCPAC-CINCPOA during the
Battle for I.epe Gulf to CINCSWPi, Commander THIRD Fleet (Commander Western
Pacific Task ‘orces), Commander Naval Group China, and to those submarines
operating in support of KING Il. The thought about the submarines came
from Captain Collins on the Staff of the National War College, who was
the Assistant Operations QOfficer for CIKCPOA, who stated that CINCPOA
took over the operations of the submarines during the Leyte operation.

In addition, we should like copies of the dispatches received by CINCPOA
concerning Leyte Gulf, as well as those originated by hinm,

For your information, after yocu have accomplished this, we plan to ask
for the dispatches issued and received by CINCSWPA (COMSOWESPAC), and the

same for CTF 77.




I don't mind bothering you about this because our WAVES here say that this
work is being done by the Communication WAVES in Washington during the
mid-watch, which is probably a good thing for them to do.

I appreciated very much Sam Morrison'’s write-up of me and my office in
his speech before the Americen Historicel Association, "Feith of a
Historian." Sam i3 a very fine man, and his approval is high pralse, so
I feel quite gratified. Thanks for any friendly words that you may have
said to him about my office.

Rith warmest personsl regards, I am, as ever,
Your Old Friend,

R, W, BATES.

Rear Admirsl John B, Heffernan, USH,
Room 2509 MK, NHavy Departaent,
mm 25, De Co




1l April 1951

Captalin James E. Leeper, USH,
Andrews Alr Force Base,
Xaryland,.

Dear Captain lLeeper:

I am writing you in connection with an analytical study of the
Battle for Leyte Gulf now being made by the War College. Ve
are encountering some difficulty in determining the command re-
lations between Navel Air Force, SEVENTH Fleet (TF 73) and the

Alr Force in the SouthWest Pacific. The records available
to the wWer College indicete that you were Chief of Staff to
RAdm Frank. D, Wagner and possibly your recollections of the
coaxmand orgaenization can clarify the points of doubt.

The main point to be established is:

Did the Kavy land and tender based air in the SouthWest
Pacific (Naval Alr, SEVENTH Pleet and/or TF 73) operate

(1) As a unit intect under RAdm Wagner's comnand?

{2) with some of its squadrons directly under RAdm “egner
and other units placed under the operstional econtrol of various
Army Air Force commanders?

(3) with sll of its squadrons parcelled out to the opera-
tional control of various Army Air Force commanders?

In addition to TF 73 it should be noted that RAdm Wwagner was
also CTG 70.2 and as such he opereted directly under VAdm
Kinkeid with this anti-submerine group which on 17 October 1944
was composed of SAN PABLO (AVP=30), 4 PBY-58 of VPB-ll, and
CORTDIV 33.

For your informetion Admiral ¥agner's report of the operation
states:

*All aircraft of Task Force 73 operated under the opera-
tional control of Commander Allied Alr Force, Llieutenant General
Kenney, who in turn delegated control to the Commanding General
FIFTH and THIRTEERTH Air Forces as appropriate.™




In his Operation Order for TF 73 for this operation Admiral
Wagner directed his task groups and units to:

"Conduct day search and offensive reconnalssance and
strike missions as ordered by Commanding General FIFTH or
PHIRTETNTH Air Forces, either directly or through the Task
Force Commander.,"

General Kenney, Comumander Allied Air Force, SWPA, in his Op-
erating Instructions No. 71 states:

"pAtrcraft SEVENTH Fleet will release to the operational
control of the FPIFTH Air Force all shore and tender based air-
craft opersting within the FIFTH Air Foroe Area of responsi-
bility and later to the control of the THIRTEERTH Air Force
when the latter assumes control of operations from Morotai.”

Further records now availeble here show CG 5 AF giving daily

orders in his Fragmentary Fleld Orders to the Navy squadrons

based st Morotal te carry out Search Plan FOX. Also one Navy

squadron (VPB-148) in its War Dlary states that on 18 October

ég rec:ived verbal orders from CG 5th AF to move from Owl to
rotal.

I have queried both Admiral Wagner and General Kenney on the
point recently. ZIhey both indicate that the enclosed chart
of organization is correct but in their explanations leave a
little doubt,

Adniral Wagner says: "So for long range searches TF 73 planes,
commanders, and tenders worked under me for GHQ, and nominslly
under Kenney; hence the wording of the orders I issued,” Op-
posed to this are the Dally Fragmentary Field Orders of General
whitehead, CG 5th USA:F, directing CPAW-17 to carry out Search
Plan "F" using ten(10) PB4Ys. {These planes were of VPB 101
and 115 based at Morotal) Further, the War Diary of the
CURRITUCK stated that that tender with Admiral Wagner aboard
departed Woendi 11 October and arrived ¥anus 13 October; de-
parted Manus 19 October and arrived ¥orotai 23 October; de~
parted the same day and arrived Voendl 25 October. There would
seem to be a 1ittle doubt as to whether Admiral Wagner ran these
sesrches or whether C3 5th USAAF did. Genersl Xenney says:
®wagner worked directly for CG 5th Alr Force...." but in the
case of the Morotal searches it would appesr that CFA¥~-17 pos~
sibly worked directly for CG 5th USAAF and not through Admiral
Wagner who was at sea in the CURRITUCK. This might support the
$dea that the units of TF 73 were parcelled out and Admiral
Wagner actually directly controlled only %G 70.2.




e®*°®

Prom your recollections do you think the enclosed chart properly
representa the command picture or possibly should the "Naval
Air, SEVERTH Fleet"” block be eliminsted and the "TF 73 Naval
Rir Forces"block remain as shown but with the arrow changed

to indicate that forses were supplied by TF 73 directly to the
Far FEastern Air Porces (5th and 13th USAAF's). This chart,
incidentally, 13 not correct in some aspects, but the pert con-
cerning Navy land and tender based eir, SWPA, is what I'm try-
ing to straighten out now. :

I would appreciate any help you could give us to resolve this
question. I reslize thet memories are not always relisble, but
I hope maybs yours will provide a missing link.

Sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES
Commodore, USN(Ret) .
Head, Speclial Projects Section

Encl:
(1) Chart "Allied Command Relations"




CONFINRNTIAL ® April 1965%

Dear Marys

I am sending you a copy of our most recent Command Relation
Chart for the Leyte operation. NAVGROUPCHINA figured in
these operations to a degree, but whether that degres was
important encugh to entitle it to a place on this chart is
not clear, From some of the dispatches issusd by Admirsl
NIMITZ, as CINCPOA, during this action, it is obvious that
you as COMEAVGROUPCHINA were a sort of & liaisen, not only
between CIKCPOA and 0G, U, 8. Army Forces, CBI Theater,

but also with the TWENTIETH Air Foroe. I presume that you
were given this assigmment beocause of the Faot that Navy
codes and oyphers were not available to the Army, dut were
held tightly by the Navy., Therefore, if CINK'POA wished to
communicate with General STILWELL, or with General CHFNMNAULYT,
he neocessarily did it through you,

As a refresher, here is a paraphrased example of a message
issued by CINCPOA to you concerning insreasing the recon-
naissance in the South China Sea, This message says:

"REQURST YOU ARRANGE DAILY RECONNAISSANCE OF SOUTH CHINA
S8EA NORTE OF CAMRANE BAY - LINGIYEN LINE BY CHINA BASED
AIR FOR PURPOSE OF DETECTING POSSIBLE MOVEMENT OF ENRMY
FLEET UNITS8 TOWARDS AREA IN WHICH THIRD FLEET NOW
OPERATING X PLEASE ADVISE EXTENT TO WHICH THIS CAN BR
ACCOMPLISHED, "

It would be of interest how you acoomplished this,

I should appreciate you: drawing your correct looation on
this chart in penocil, as the chart is expendable, Perhaps
you may desocide that you do not belong on this chart, in
which case we can make up the lisison process in the body of

ths book,

Looking forward to seeing you one of these days in Washingtom,
I am, as always,

Your Old Friend,

Enel. (1)

Rear Admiral M., E. Miles, USN,

Room 4B470, Pentagon Building, <~ _ PN
¥avy Departwent, < g
'“m 28. B. 0. d el ' o

@w.
23
CORFIDRNTIAL &

R, W, BATRS,




13 April 1651

Dear Captain Ganos

I find it necessary on ecocasions to drop you s note relative to something
which I desire, and so far I have met with one hundred percent sucoess,
I hope that this good fortune will continue, 4

I sm now writing to you about Merrill 0, Stout, 398-22.31, QMC, USK,
presently attached to the Training Commend of the Naval Training Stationm,
Newport, Rhode Island,

As you perhaps know, I am at present shy two officers from my staff, One
of them, Captain Joseph J. Rochefort (Ret), reports in May or Junes the
other has not as yet been selected, I have therefore been seriously handi-
ocapped in my operations to solve the Battle for Leyte Gulf, I went to
Captain Hamilton and borrowed from him the above mentioned Chief Quarter-
master, for a period of several months, I have found the Chief Quartermaster
very oapable lLmdeed, and sxtremely helpful in my research work on submarines.
This research is not finished, and I desire to hold him & couple months

ROT'Ge

Both Oaptain Hedermsn, who now ocommands the Training Command, and Captain
Hemilton, who is the Base Commander, are thoroughly in agreement with my
wishes to retain Stout, and have suggested that I write to you concerning

him,

If Stout were to remain at the Training Commaend it would be no problem

at all, as Captain Hederman said he is willing to overload himself a
1ittle bit to help me out, but it now appears that Stout's two years of
shore duty expired last month, and he has submitted a request for duty on a
tanker, I omly discovered this faot yesterday, slss I would have written

you long befere this,

What I em hoping you will see it to do is %o delay ordering Stout to sea
for two or three months, so that I may avail myself of the considerable

smount of information which he has been odbtaining, This is quite sate
isfactory to Stout himself, who plainly realizes my need here and is

anxious to help,

At the end of this time I hope you will be able to order him to any AO or
AKX in the Pacific, which seems to be his wishes at this time,

With best regards, I am, as ever,
Lib §-&jsc
~n ~
TR 42028

Captain R, A. Gano, USK
Room 2809A, Bureau of Naval Persomnel,

Navy Department
mﬂigmm.vnxhum

Yours very sincerely,

R. W. BATES,




15 April 1981
Dear Casey:s
,‘-tz:

Thank you very much for your letter of April 10%h, 1951. I appreciate
your thinking about me very much, and I appreciats your recommsadation
of Adniral Miller, Unfortunately, Miller is senior to me on the retired
list, and for obvicus reasons it is not our policy to bring in officers
who are senior to me, N

I wrote to George Tommer about two weeks ago and asked him if he wouldn't
give ms a list of the officers (AVE) of consequence, who are about to
retire or who have already rstired, and I presume that in a day or so

I will receive his reply. I spoke about the matter to Captain Rice when
he was up here, and told him that I had & double problems One of my
problems is to find scmeone who (a) has had considerable staff training
in war or oombat command, and (b) who is, if possible, a graduate of the
War College, or one of the Armed Forces Collages. I chould prefer not

o have a flag officer, but realize that I may have to have one.

The other prodblem is that the President of the War College, Vice Admiral
Conolly, naturally does not desire anyons, retired or mot, on the staff
who doesn't measure up to the highest standards, and therefore he also
has an intersst in whom I choose to have with me., I appreciate his
interest and certainly think that he is right,

In ny letter o Towner I asked him if he would not send me the biographies

of those offfiocers (AVH) presently retired, and those who may be retired
in June, so that I might learn more about each of them from that biogrephy
than I can obtain just from & name, or from the statement of a friend,

Someday I'll”fot dom to Washington and thank you in person for your
interest in ny problems. Until then, I shall just have to say many
thanks again,

Please give my warmest regarde to Aduiral DuBose. With best wishes,
I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W. BATES,
Rear Admiral C.L. Green, USK,
Room 4%¥5652, Pentagon Building,
Navy Department,
Washington 25, D, C,




27 April 1961

Deer Mr, Southgate:

In view of the fact that making Navy films is a responsibility of
your office, I have been reluctant to writes to Now York about the
completion of the movies of the Coral Sea snd the Midway Battles.
It seems to me that somebody is remiss somewhere in not expediting
the completion of these films, If you will remember, I was
reluctant to pay any money out to these movie companies until &
satisfactory movie had been produced, because if we did so the
chances were great that they would automatioally teke their time
thereafter, Certainly I kmow nothing about what is going on now,
but having heard nothing from the companies concerned, I must
necessarily feel that these two films have been placed in a
deferred category, to be done if and when the companies choose,

I wish you would check up around your laboratory %o discover who
is responsible for this lamentable delay, and ses if they oannot
expedite it, If you discover that you cannot obtain action in

your area, please advise me and I will have it teken up direotly

with Admiral Sherman,

I was sorry that you left here without coming dowm to see me, You
had pronieed that you would return the next day, but for some reason
you weren't able to do so. This was disappointing to me, as I might
have been able to present some of my views to you on mmerous

natters,

When may I hear domething about the ocontraots for the Battle of
Savo Island? If you will remember, both BuPers and Operations
agreed to financo it, so that is settled,

The weather up here is quite wonderful and the New Rngland spring,
whioh you know so well, is beginning to bloome You should ocone
back?

Best regards,
Very sinoerely yours,

Mr. Howard Southgate,

Projeat Supervisor,

U, S, Haval FPhotogrsp hic Center,
Naval Air Station,

Anacostin, D, C,




2 May 1951

Ky dear Mr, Blair:

For some months now It've been anticipating word from you
that the final draft of your film « Battle of the Coral
Sea « was ready for showing, As I am naturally enxious
to get this movie iInto the Fleet, I am concerned lest so
much time has elapsed since the Washington showing that
the Navy willl soon forget that such a £ilm exists.

I have written to Mr, Southgate, but as yet have heard
nothing, so I would appreclaste your courtesy if you would
advise me the status of the film,

¥ith best regards, I am,

Very truly yours,

R. W. BATES,
Rear Admiral, USN (Ret).

Mr, Lee Blair,

F1lm CGraphics, Inc.,
245 Vest 55th Streset,
New York, New York.




®

2 May 1951

Dear Mr., Roessle!?

Several months ago I addressed a commmication

to you wherein I expressed my desire that the
movie - Battle of Midway - be completed as soon
as possible, For some reason I received no
answer from you with relation thereto, and
presume that either you d1d not receive it or had
been too busy at the present time to reply to 1t.

May I ask when the next draft of this movie will
be avallable for study?

Very sincerely yours,

Re We BATES,-
Rear Admiral, USK (Ret),

¥r, Herman Roessle,
Audio Productions, Inc.,
630 Ninth Avenue,

New York 19, New York,




3 May 1951
Dear Captaln Parrish?

I should appreciate your kindness if you-would advise me as to
a situation which has recently developed, and over which I have
had no control or previous knowledge.

Thls refers to the film « The Battle of the Coral Se& « in which
the War College is listed ag a technical adviser, - After the last
showing up here by Mr, Lee Blair of Film Graphics, the film was
passed and Mr, Blair nd Mr, Southgate were told that it met
with the approval of .ne War College. However, thore was some
concern about the sound effects to be placed in it, and this
concern was 80 great on the part of the Vice Chief of Naval
Operations and some of the DCHNO!s, that I had to explain to them
what the plan was, I told them that the music would only be at
the beginning and the end, and the sound effects only when alr
attacks were being made, and in other places where it might be
useful, I had hoped to see this completed film before it left
Mr, Blair's office in New York,

I wrote Mr, Southgate about this and received no reply. Then

I wrote to Mr, Blalr and have only this moment received a
telephone call from him evidencing great surprise that the War
College, and particularly myself, had not had an opportunity to
see the completed f1llm in order to see If it met not only with
our own conceptions, but &lac with the possible objections of
the High Command of the Navy. You can imagine my surprise when
Mr, Blair stated-that he had sent a completed copy to Washington
over a month ago, and that 1t had been shown down there and
certaln minor changes had been reocommended.

I have asked Mr, Blair %o send me a éopy, which he 1s doing,
and I hope to show it here next week, MNeanwhile, I should
appreclate your Interest if you could ascertain for me why the
War Colleze has not been notifled that this £ilm has been
completed, and been given an opportunity to see 1it, Your
asgsistants may say that the War College's interest 1s purely in
the tecinical sense, and that the College has no responsibllity
concerning the film. The reply to this 1a, of course, that this
film 1s going out with the name "War College" on 1t, and the
War College therefore does have a definite responsibility, and
a definite Interest,

I am also concerned about the film « The Battle of Midway. We

made arrangzements to finlsh the fl1lm and to meke certain
corrections in the script. I perasonally obtained the money for

1




&

this job, and strange &s 1t may seen, two months have now
elapsed since the contract was signed, and I have heard

nothing more on the subject.

I wrote to Mr, Roessle and received no reply., Last week I

wrote to him again, Naturally, the War College has a definlte
interest in the Battle of Midway film, and muat be allowed to
review 1t for the same reasons that are mentioned above under

the Battle of the Cor-1 Seas
May I ask for your cooperation in this matter?

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES,

Captain L. W, Parrish, USH, -
U. S. Naval Photographic Center,
Us Se Naval Alr Statlon,
Anacostia 20, D. C.




4 May 1951
Dear Captain Renken:

It was very nice to see you at luncheon today. I apprecilate
your glving up a little of your time to query me concerning
Mrs. Tenaka, as well as about my work here, You are evidently
very busy, and on account of this I did not press my desire
that you see what I am doing, I do hope that on another day
you will be able to come iInto my office.

Your remarks concerning the importance of the battle lessons

of War College battle studles are, of course, correct and
gratifying., However, I must point out that these books are
written from the viewpoint of the commander, and where problems
arise every effort 1s made to indicate the commander's

method of solving thia problem. Every effort has also been
made to ascertaln the correctness, or the lack of correctness,
of the commanderts decision, based on the information availe
able to him at the time. ‘

I feel very frankly that the body of the book, with the
comments on command and the battle lessons evoked from page

to page, are more imporitant In the study of ocommand, than

are the battle lessons collected at the back of the book,

It may seem strange, and 1t was so at first to me, but many -
of the battle lesaons repeat themselves fronm battie to battle
whereas the thought processes of the commanders are individuai
wlth each cormander, and therefore are changeable. On
occasions we kmow exactly how the commander thoughti on other
occaslions we have to estimate as best we can,

I hope that you will get hold of Commander Gibson and will
poeint out to him the difficulties I spoke of concerning the
movlies - Battle of the Coral Sea and the Battle of Midway,

As a refresher, the Battle of the Coral Sea 1is finished and
has been down fn the NPC for over a month, This conmmand

has not, in any way, been informed of this fact, I dise
covered 1t solely by wrilting to Mr, Blair of Film Graphics,
Needless to say, Mr, Blalr was exceedingly surprised that the
NPC had thought 1% well to byr pass the War College. As these
plctures are essentially War uollege products, it seems
almost ridiculous to me that the NPC would assume the
prerocative of determining 1ts quallty,.

The Battle of Midway contract for the completion of that

fi1lm was signed some two months agoce I wrote to Mr, Roessle
of Audio Productions, who are doing this film, and received

no reply. I have, therefore, wrltten to him again, Meanwhile,

1




I have written to Captain Parrish at the NPC to protest the
menner in which these filmjp are being handled, Perhaps
everything will come out in the wash, but I prefer %o know
what the laundry machine and so&p will accomplishes belore
I put anything good in 1%,

There is another film underway on the Battle of Savo Island,
The script for this film was originally drawn up by the NPC,
but, as in the-case of the Battle of Midway, 1t was very
incomplete and, in order to avold the difficulties encountered
with that film, I wrote it myself, I also arranged with
Commander Gibson and Commander Manning for the funds to be
made available from BuPers and Operations to pay for its
production, I have heard absolutely nothing concerning the
script, and I don't know whether anything i1s being done on
the picture board for this script or note Time is going by
so fast that if we don't get to the Savo Island piciure soon
the experlence which we have in here will gradually dise '
appear, Perhaps that 1s the thought behind all of the delay,

May I ask you to use your good offices to ascertaln what in
Heaven's name has happened to these three filmg?

Best regards,

Re W. BATES,

Captain Henry A, Renken, USK,-
Room 4C539, Pentagon Bullding,
Navy Department,

Washington 25, Ds C.




8 May 1951

Dear Mr, Blair:

The film has arrived and I plan %o show 1t
Wednesday afternoon. I shall then retum
1t to your studios,

As usual, you have been highly cooperative,
and I couldn't be more appreciative of our

association,

I shall be in New York on Monday evening;
8lso on Tuesday for & session with Audio,
If you wish me for any reaeson I shall be
pleased to be at vour service, My address:
New Yorlk Yacht Ciub,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES’
Rear Admiral, USKN (Ret).

Mr, Lee Blair,

Pllm Graphics, Inc.,-
245 West 55th Street,
New York, New York.




8 May 1951

Dear Mr, Roessle:

I couldn't have been more pleased about anything
than I was about the work you have been doing on
the Midway film} I had feared that it had gone
the way of 8ll flesh, and that would have been
quite alien to the wishes of the Chief of Naval
Operations, the President of the War College, and

myself,

I am delighted that you are so far advanced, and -
I shall be there to review the picture on Tuesday,
May 15th, Commander Paul Hartmann will be up
there on Monday to review the picture on your
1ittle machine, so that he ean check live film to
be sure that it is correct on the American side,
On Tuesday he and I hope to be able to review the
Plcture in the theater as per your invitation,

I hope that the above meets with your approval,
I plan to be at the New York Yacht Club Monday
evening, and to return to Newport Wednesday
morming,

With many thanks to you for your kindness Ha.
koeping me informed about this £ilm, and with
best wishea to Mr. Speldel and Mr, Hanousek, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES”
Rear Admiral, USN (Ret).

Mr, Herman Roessle, '
Audio Productions, Inc.,
630 Ninth Avenue,

New York 19, New York,




9 May 1951

Dear Captain Renken?:

Thank you very much for forwarding "The Japanese
Story of the Battle of Midwayl!" We had an advance
copy of that report, as well as  the copy published
in the ONI Bulletin in May 1947, so tha' our :tory
thoroughly embraces the princeipal features of thais
OPNAV P32-1002, which you kindly sent me,

It was very thoughtful of you to think of us, and
if you dlscover anything on Leyte Gulf I shail,

of course, be glad to have 1it,.

At the present time our translators are furiously
working down there « I hope, I hope « and we have
already received a considerable amount of Japanese
translations from them.

With best regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

Re W. BATES.

Captain Henry A. Renken, USK,°
Noom 4C53%9, Pentagon Build&na,
Navy Department,

Washington 25, Ds Co




10 May 1951

My dear Mr, Southgate:

We saw the f1lm of the Battle of the Coral Sea, as completed, here
&t the War College yesterday., We borrowed Mr, Lee Blairts office
copye Insofar as I can see the film is quite satlisfactory, except
for two points., One point is, I think, just an error in Mr, Blair's
f£ilm, but is supposedly not in yours. It was mentioned to me

by Mr, Blair over the telephone, and has to do with a statement

by CTF 17 in Part II where he had besn sighted by a Jap plane,-

The film here sald something to the effect that CIF 17 (gurgle,
gurgle) had been discovered., The other point, while not important,
is worthy of correction if 14 can be done.

If you will refer to NAVPERS 91050 « The Battle of the Coral Ses =
page twenty eight, the twelfth line from the bottom, it says,

"TF 11's fueling operations commenced at about 0800 on May 1st,"
Also, 1f you will look at page twenty nine, line twenty two from
the bottom, 1t says, "TF 11 plus the CHICAGO and PERKINS, come
menced fueiing from the TIPPECANOE early on 2 May and the former
two ships were detached at 1630 to join TF 17.%

It 1s quite obvious that one or the other of these two sentences
is in error., The one in error is on pace twenty elight, I plan
to delete the line on page twenty eight which states, "TF 1lts
fueling operations commenced at about 0800 on May lst." I plan
also to correct in future editions, line twenty two from the
bottom of page twenty nine, to read, "TF 1l plus the CHICAGO and
PERK%NS, cormenced fueling from the TIPPECANOE at 0900 on 2 Mey,
atc. )

It seems strange that this poilnt was overlooked by all the War
College reviewers, by Captain Korison's reviewers, and by even
your astute minds I wonder If there is some manner in whigh

this correction can be made in the copy? I would be satisfied

to even have it deleted, As & metter of fact, line twenty from .
the bottom of page twenty nine which says, "Fueling of TF 1) was
completed at 1310, 3 May e..es" appears also to have been ine
correct, as the fuelingz was completed at 1330, according to the
War Dlary of the TIPPECANOE, :

So far as I can discover these are the only mistakes now in the
book, and I certainly hope that they can be corrected in the film
before you lssue 1t,.

Outslde of that, how are youl , '
Very sincerely yours,

Mr. Howard Southgate, R. ¥, BATES,
Project Supervisor, Naval Photographlc Center,
Naval Air Station, Anacostia, De Ce




10 May 1951

Dear Mr. Southgate:s

Since writing you the letter with reference to
the Coral Sea, I thought 1t well to Inform you
that Cormander Hartmann and myself plan to be

in New York next week to review the Battle of
Midway. Cormander Hartmann wlll review a
portion of it on Monday with the little

machine to check the planes and so forth, whereas
both of us will review the full film showing

on Tuesday.

I'm informing you about thils in case you'd
like to be there we would be happy to see you,

Very sincerely yours,

Re We BATES.

Mr. Howard Southgate,
ProjJect Supervisir,

Naval Photographic Center,
Naval Alr Statlon,
Anacostia, D, C,.




10 May 1951

My dear MNr, Southgate:

This is my third epistle to you today, This
af'ternoon I received from Film Graphics the
script for this movie. The error that I refer
to is 1n paragraph 36 where it says, "Fueling
started 0800 May last." Your script was
correct from the bocke This was an error in -
typring made within the War Colleges: Actually*
it should say "Fueling started 0800, May 2nd.

Forget what I wrote in my letter to you about
"1330 May 3rd," as the time when fueling was
completed, This was incorrect. The correct time
was what 1s In the book and in the film -"1310,
May 3rd."

I am sorry about this date, "May Z:i." It 1s one
of those things that is plainly noticeable, and
yet wi. d1d not discover it until yesterday aftere
nggg wiaen we reviewed the movie for the last
time,

With warmest personal regards, and hoping to
see you in New York, I anm,

Very sincerely yours,

Re. W, BATES,

Hr, Howard Southgate,
ProjJect Supervisor, .
Naval Photographic Center,
Naval Alr-station,
Anacostia, D, C,




	Previous Folder
	Next Folder
	Back to Index

